Scattered flock 9 1 21 cleansing the temple

Bible passage: John 2:13-22
13 When the time was close for the Jewish Passover to begin, Jesus walked to Jerusalem.[a] 14 As he went into the temple courtyard, he noticed it was filled with merchants selling oxen, lambs, and doves for exorbitant prices, while others were overcharging as they exchanged currency[b] behind their counters. 15 So Jesus found some cords and made them into a whip. Then he drove out every one of them and their animals from the courtyard of the temple, and he kicked over their tables filled with money, scattering it everywhere![c] 16 And he told the merchants,[d] “Get these things out of here! Don’t you dare commercialize my Father’s house!” 17 That’s when his disciples remembered the Scripture: “I am consumed with a fiery passion to keep your house pure!”[e]
18 Then the Jewish religious leaders challenged Jesus, “What authority do you have to do this sort of thing and what supernatural sign will you show us to prove it?”
19 Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple,[f] and I will raise it up again in three days.”
20 Then the Jewish leaders sneered at Jesus’ answer, “This temple took forty-six years[g] to build, and you mean to tell us that you will raise it up in three days?” 21 But they failed to understand that Jesus was speaking of the “temple” of his body.[h] 22 The disciples remembered his prophecy after Jesus rose from the dead, and believed both the Scripture and what Jesus had said. (Passion)

Song: Breathe on us again
O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive us. We have lost the awe of You. Have mercy, have mercy.  O Lord, cleanse our hearts which are divided. Stir the faith that once we knew; we’re thirsty, we’re thirsty.
O Lord, restore the church that bears Your name. O Spirit, send a revival to this nation. Breathe on us again. Breathe on us again.		(words and music: Steve Fry)

Prayer:
Put us on our knees, Lord, to cry out for Your mercy for our nations and for a renewed faith in You.  So much has cluttered our hearts and minds and communities of faith.  Restore us so those around us will see Your heart revealed in our worship and single-minded life of service on Your terms for You. Amen.

