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Bible passage John 16:16-24
“Let me make it quite clear: You will weep and be overcome with grief over what happens to me. The unbelieving world will be happy, while you will be filled with sorrow. But know this, your sadness will turn into joy when you see me again! 21 Just like a woman giving birth experiences intense labor pains in delivering her baby,[c] yet after the child is born she quickly forgets what she went through because of the overwhelming joy of knowing that a new baby has been born into the world. 22 “So will you also pass through a time of intense sorrow when I am taken from you, but you will see me again! And then your hearts will burst with joy, with no one being able to take it from you![d] 23 For here is eternal truth: When that time comes you won’t need to ask me for anything, but instead you will go directly to the Father and ask him for anything you desire and he will give it to you, because of your relationship with me.[e] 24 Until now you’ve not been bold enough to ask the Father for a single thing in my name,[f] but now you can ask, and keep on asking him! And you can be sure that you’ll receive what you ask for, and your joy will have no limits! (Passion)

Song: Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
Christ is Risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare. Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant but a friend. Jesus is our strong companion, joy and peace shall never end. Christ is Risen! Earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is Risen! Get you gone! God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna everyone! (Words: Brian Wren, music: A.K.Rusbridge)

Prayer:
We can only imagine, Lord, what extraordinary sorrow and then joy the disciples experienced at your death and resurrection.  But we know so many in our world today experience only the depths of sorrow. Give us Your heart for these lost, grieving ones so they can meet You through us. Help us banish the grim forces of evil in Your authority and proclaim the joyful news: “Christ is risen. He is risen indeed”! May we see the salvation of many whom we know. In Your name. Amen.  

