Scattered flock 9 17 21 shame

Bible verses: John 8:1-11
Then in the middle of his teaching, the religious scholars[b] and the Pharisees broke through the crowd and brought a woman who had been caught in the act of committing adultery and made her stand in the middle of everyone. 4 Then they said to Jesus, “Teacher, we caught this woman in the very act of adultery. 5 Doesn’t Moses’ law command us to stone to death a woman like this?[c] Tell us, what do you say we should do with her?” 6 They were only testing Jesus because they hoped to trap him with his own words and accuse him of breaking the laws of Moses. But Jesus didn’t answer them. Instead he simply bent down and wrote in the dust with his finger.[d] 7 Angry, they kept insisting[e] that he answer their question, so Jesus stood up and looked at them and said, “Let’s have the man who has never had a sinful desire[f] throw the first stone at her.” 8 ] 9 Upon hearing that, her accusers slowly left the crowd one at a time, beginning with the oldest to the youngest,[h]. 10 Until finally, Jesus was left alone with the woman still standing there in front of him. So he stood back up and said to her, “Dear woman, where are your accusers? Is there no one here to condemn you?” 11 Looking around, she replied, “I see no one, Lord.”[i] Jesus said, “Then I certainly[j] don’t condemn you either.[k] Go, and from now on, be free from a life of sin.”[Passion

Song: Depth of mercy
Depth of mercy can there be mercy still reserved for me? Can my God His wrath forbear? Me the chief of sinners spare? There for me the Savior stands, shows His wounds and spreads his hands. God is love, I know, I feel; Jesus weeps and loves me still.  (words: Charles Wesley, Music: Carl von Weber)

Prayer:
Oh the shame that woman must have felt, Lord, but also the anger because only she was used as a tool to try to trap Jesus. But the mercy and grace and love that overcame all the hostility and injustice and condemnation in that circle. Bring us there again and again, Lord.  May the depth of Your mercy for us continually create in us a humble, contrite and praising heart. We love You, Lord. Amen.
