Scattered flock 10 25 21 I AM He

Bible verses: John 18:1-9
18 After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his disciples and entered a grove of olive trees. 2 Judas, the betrayer, knew this place, because Jesus had often gone there with his disciples. 3 The leading priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent of Roman soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches, lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove.
4 Jesus fully realized all that was going to happen to him, so he stepped forward to meet them. “Who are you looking for?” he asked. 5 “Jesus the Nazarene,”[a] they replied.
“I AM he,”[b] Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.) 6 As Jesus said “I AM he,” they all drew back and fell to the ground! 7 Once more he asked them, “Who are you looking for?” And again they replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 “I told you that I AM he,” Jesus said. “And since I am the one you want, let these others go.” 9 He did this to fulfill his own statement: “I did not lose a single one of those you have given me.”[c]  NLT   (footnote: The ‘I am’ is here”; or “I am the Lord”; Greek reads I am; also in 18:6, 8. See Exod 3:14 -God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to you.”)

Song: Who Is He?
Who is he in yonder stall, at whose feet the shepherds fall? Who is he in deep distress, fasting in the wilderness?  Refrain: Tis the Lord! O wondrous story! Tis the Lord! The King of glory! At his feet we humbly fall, crown him, crown him Lord of all!
Lo! At midnight who is he prays in dark Gethsemane? Who is he on yonder tree dies in grief and agony? Refrain.  Who is he who from the grave comes to heal and help and save? Who is he that from his throne rules through all the world alone?   Refrain.  (words and music: Benjamin Hanby)

Prayer: 
Lord, we praise You for Your complete control throughout Your final hours and Your unshaken understanding of Your Divine Identity.  None of us can maintain this equanimity without the empowering of Your Spirit in us. So help us continually give the control of our lives and world into Your hands and trust You to fulfill all Your scriptural promises in history. And then help us maintain the assurance of our identity in You. You have called us by name and we are Yours. Nothing can separate us from You and take us out of Your hand. Hallelujah! Amen.
