Scattered flock 8 26: prepare your hearts

Bible passage: John 1: 19-23
19 Now this was John’s testimony when some of the Jewish leaders[a] sent an entourage of priests and temple servants[b] from Jerusalem to interrogate him. “Who are you?” they asked him.
20 John answered them directly, saying, “I am not the Messiah!”
21 “Then who are you?” they asked. “Are you Elijah?” “No,” John replied.
So they pressed him further, “Are you the prophet Moses said was coming, the one we’re expecting?”[c] “No,” he replied. 22 “Then who are you?” they demanded. “We need an answer for those who sent us. Tell us something about yourself—anything!”
23 John answered them, “I am an urgent, thunderous voice crying out in the desert—clear the way and prepare your hearts for the coming of the Lord Yahweh!”[d]

Songs: Prepare the way of the Lord
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord, and all people will see the salvation of the Lord.   (repeated)                     (music Jacques Berthier and the Taize community)
	Sanctuary:
	Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true; with thanksgiving
	I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.	(words and music: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs)

Prayer:
Lord, each day as we ask Your Spirit to work out Your purposes in us, we need to prepare our hearts for Your use. Help us see any obstacle that is blocking You and confess it so You can clear it out. We want to be pure and holy sanctuaries for You, Lord, so our message of Your salvation rings true. Amen.







