Scattered flock 1 11 22 God’s purpose for Cyrus

Bible verses: Isa. 44:28, 45:1-4
[The Lord] says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.”’
45 “This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut:
2 I will go before you and will level the mountains[a]; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. 3 I will give you hidden treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD,
    the God of Israel, who summons you by name. 4 For the sake of Jacob my servant,  of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. NIV

Song: What God ordains is always right
What God ordains is always right; and he will not deceive us. He leads us in the way of light and will not ever leave us. In him we rest, who makes the bet of all the stumbling turns we take and loves us for his mercy’s sake.
What God ordains is always right; he guides our joy and sadness. He is our life and blessed light; in him alone is gladness. We see his face, the way of grace; he holds us in his mighty arm and keeps us safe from every harm.
		(words: Samuel Rodigast, music: Severus Gastorius)

Prayer:
Lord, open our eyes to understand Your ways in history. Increase our confidence in Your sovereignty and joy in trusting You. When You make even pagans, like Cyrus, follow Your will for the good of Israel, You can use us as willing servants who do know You to accomplish the redemptive purposes You have designed us for.  Thank You, Lord. Amen.

