Scattered flock 2 9 22  Religion in name but not in heart

Bible verses: Isaiah 58:3-7
We have fasted before you!’ they say.  ‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on ourselves,
and you don’t even notice it!’ “I will tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves.
Even while you fast, you keep oppressing your workers. 4 What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling? This kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me. 5 You humble yourselves by going through the motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and cover yourselves with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? Do you really think this will please the LORD?
6 “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. 7 Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. NLT

Song: Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service
Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service bore the weight of human need, who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed; we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone but heart, consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, that our servants, Lord in freedom may your mercy know and live. 
(words: Albert Bayley, music:  The Sacred Harp)

Prayer:
Lord, You promise to give Your people a new heart and a new spirit, removing from us our heart of stone (Ezek. 18:31, 36:26). So we cry out for this renewing work of the Spirit that can save us from self-centered religion and pious self-righteousness. It’s Your mercy we need each day, Lord. So fill us with Your love in “living deeds to show “– offering “hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace to everyone in our contexts. Amen.

