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Bible passage: Isaiah 11:1-5
Out of the stump of David’s family[a] will grow a shoot—    yes, a new Branch bearing fruit from the old root.
2 And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,  the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision based on hearsay. 4 He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. 5 He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment.
NLT

Song: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
Where cross the crowded ways of life, where sound the cries of race and clan, above the noise of selfish strife we her your voice, O son of Man!
In haunts of wretchedness and need, on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, from paths where hide the lures of greed we catch the vision of your tears. 
O Master, from the mountain side, make haste to heal these hearts of pain; among these restless throngs abide, O tread the city’s streets again.  (words: Frank North, Music, William Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies)

Prayer:
Lord, we weep with You at the “haunts of wretchedness and need and the shadowed thresholds dark with fears.” All the hype of happiness this past season just highlights the stark contrast between the fantasy portrayals on TV, movies and social media and the reality in families and nations worldwide.  Use Your people, Lord, to bring your justice and hope to this broken world. We need your compassion and wisdom to know how you want each of us to respond.- this month – this year.  In Your strong name. Amen.
