Scattered flock 12 29 21 Messianic joy

Bible verses: Isaiah 12: 1-6 
In that day you will sing: “I will praise you, O LORD! You were angry with me, but not any more. Now you comfort me.
2 See, God has come to save me. I will trust in him and not be afraid. The LORD GOD is my strength and my song; he has given me victory.” 3 With joy you will drink deeply from the fountain of salvation! 4 In that wonderful day you will sing:
    “Thank the LORD! Praise his name! Tell the nations what he has done. Let them know how mighty he is!
5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done wonderful things. Make known his praise around the world. 6 Let all the people of Jerusalem[a] shout his praise with joy! For great is the Holy One of Israel who lives among you.” NLT

Song: Joyful, joyful we adore thee
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the sark of doubt away. Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest; well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.
	(Words Henry Van Dyke, Music: Ludwig van Beethoven)

Prayer:
The promise of joy. Lord, this is Your heritage for all who know You as You promise in this passage in the Old Testament and in Your words to the disciples Jn. 15:11.  Yet the sadness and sin around us often obscures this gift. You know all the challenges and sadness of 2021. So we come, needing You to visit Your people in this new year with Your abiding joy. “Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!” We claim this is faith and hope. Amen.
