Scattered flock 11 24 21 love’s reality

Bible verses: I John 3:11-16
11 The beautiful message you’ve heard right from the start is that we should walk in self-sacrificing love toward one another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who yielded to the Evil One and brutally murdered his own brother, Abel.[a] And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s righteous.
13 So don’t be shocked, beloved brothers and sisters, if you experience the world’s hatred. 14 Yet we can be assured that we have been translated from spiritual death into spiritual life because we love the family of believers. A loveless life remains spiritually dead. 15 Everyone who keeps hating a fellow believer is a murderer,[b] and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him.
16 This is how we have discovered love’s reality: Jesus sacrificed his life for us.[c] Because of this great love, we should be willing to lay down our lives for one another.   Passion

Song: Give Thanks
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son ; Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” let the poor say, “ I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us 
Yes now let the weak say “I am strong,” let the poor say, “ I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks. 	(words and music: Henry Smith)

Prayer:
We give You thanks, this Thanksgiving season, Lord, because of all You are and have done for us.  You have taught us love’s deepest lessons and so we ask that in that love we would lay down our lives for one another – genuinely, sacrificially, and freely with Your mercy and grace.  Amen.
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