Scattered flock 11 18 21 love in relationships

Bible verses: I John 1:7-11
7 Beloved, I’m not writing a new commandment to you, but an old one that you had from the beginning, and you’ve already heard it.[a] 8 Yet, in a sense, it is a new commandment,[b] as its truth is made manifest both in Christ and in you, because the darkness is disappearing and the true light is already blazing.[c]
9 Anyone who says, “I am in the light,” while holding hatred in his heart toward a fellow believer is still in the darkness. 10 But the one who truly loves a fellow believer lives in the light, and there is nothing in him that will cause someone else to stumble.[d] 11 But whoever hates a fellow believer lives in the darkness—stumbling around in the dark with no clue where he is going, for he is blinded by the darkness.[e]

Song: Help us accept each other
Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; teach us as sister, brother each person to embrace. Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe we are ourselves accepted, and meant to love and live.
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved in living situations to do the truth in love; to practice your acceptance until we know by heart the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.
	(words: Fred Kaan, music: John Ness Beck)

Prayer:
You know all the strained relationships in our families, communities and nations.  We need the healing art of forgiveness, laughter and hope to heal those relationships, Lord. Please work Your miracles in these areas – for Your glory and the peace only You can bring on earth. Amen.
