Scattered flock 1 15 21
Bible verses: Mt. 6:1-8
Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don’t make a performance out of it. It might be good theater, but the God who made you won’t be applauding. 2-4 “When you do something for someone else, don’t call attention to yourself. You’ve seen them in action, I’m sure—‘playactors’ I call them—treating prayer meeting and street corner alike as a stage, acting compassionate as long as someone is watching, playing to the crowds. They get applause, true, but that’s all they get. When you help someone out, don’t think about how it looks. Just do it—quietly and unobtrusively. That is the way you’re God, who conceived you in love, working behind the scenes, helps you out. 5 “And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production either. All these people making a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for fifteen minutes of fame! Do you think God sits in a box seat?
6 “Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace.”

Song: The Heart of Worship
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the music fades and all has slipped away and I simply come, longing just to be something that’s of worth that will bless your heart. I’ll bring You more than a song for a song in itself is not what You have required. You search much deeper within, through the way things appear; You’re looking into my heart.
	Refrain: I’m coming back to the heart of worship and it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus.
I’m sorry, Lord for the thing I’ve made it when it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus.
				(Words and music: Matt Redman)
Prayer: 
Lord, how incredibly self-centered we are when even in our efforts to show devotion, the focus is on us and not on You. Forgive us, Lord, for our hypocrisy as ‘play-actors,’ seeking affirmation from others instead of ministering to You and bringing joy to Your heart.  Make our lives and our worship all about You, Jesus.  For the integrity of our witness and proper glory to You. Amen.
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