Scattered flock 3 9 21 – Welcoming Jesus

Bible reading: Mt. 18:1-6, 10
About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”
2 Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them. 3 Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. 4 So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.
5 “And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf[a] is welcoming me. 6 But if you cause one of these little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be better for you to have a large millstone tied around your neck and be drowned in the depths of the sea.
10 “Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father.[c]

Song:Take My Life
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love, at the impulse of thy love.
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages to thee; take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold, not a mite would I withhold.	(words: Frances Havergal, music;Henri Malan)

Prayer:
How precious it is, Lord, that when we welcome children and all those on the margins of society, we are welcoming You; when we care for them, we express our care for You.  When we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the foreigner, satisfy the thirsty, visit those in prison, You receive this as ministry to You.)Mt. 25:35-36). So make our lives fully available to You, Lord, so Your love can pour out through us to all those You put in our path. For Your sake. Amen. 



