Scattered flock 12 30 20 –the One after me
Bible verses: Matthew 3:1-3, 7-12
3 1-2 While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the Baptizer,” was preaching in the desert country of Judea. His message was simple and austere, like his desert surroundings: “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.”People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in action….7-10 When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for a baptismal experience because it was becoming the popular thing to do, he exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to make any difference? It’s your life that must change, not your skin! 11-12 “I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. The real action comes next: The main character in this drama—compared to him I’m a mere stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of your lives.”

Song: Refiner’s Fire
Purify my heart, let me be as gold and precious silver. Purify my heart. Let me be as gold, pure gold.
	Refrain: Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire is to be holy,
Set apart for you, Lord.  I choose to be holy, set apart for you, my Master, ready to do your will.
Purify my heart, cleanse me from within and make me holy. Purify my heart, cleanse me from within,
Deep within.  Refrain: Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire is to be holy, Set apart for you, Lord.  I choose to be holy, set apart for you, my Master, ready to do your will. 	(words and music: Brian Doerksen)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer
Lord, we don’t fully understand all it means to you, but we do choose to be holy. We want to be “set apart for You, our Master, ready to do your will.”  Keep us from going through religious motions; we need You to change us deep within. Then we will be ignited for kingdom life. For You, Lord. Amen.
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