SCATTERED FLOCK 1 29 21
Bible verses: Mt. 8:28-34
When they arrived on the other side of the lake, in the region of the Gadarenes,[a] two demonized men confronted Jesus. They lived among the tombs of a cemetery and were considered so extremely violent that no one felt safe passing through that area. 29 The demons screamed at Jesus, shouting, “Son of God, what do you want with us?[b] Leave us alone! Have you come to torment us before the appointed time?”
30 There was a large herd of pigs feeding nearby, 31 so the demons pleaded, “If you cast us out, send us into that herd of pigs.” 32 Jesus commanded, “Then go!” And at once the demons came out of the men and went into the pigs.[c] Then the entire herd of crazed pigs stampeded down the steep slope and fell into the water and drowned.
33 The men who were herding the pigs fled to the nearby town and informed the people of all that had happened to the demonized men. 34 Then everyone from the town went out to confront Jesus and urged him to go away and leave them alone.[d]  (Passion)

Song: A mighty fortress
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe, his craft and power are great and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.  Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is he. Lord Sabbaoth his name, from age to age the same and he must win the battle.  (words and music: Martin Luther)

Prayer:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank You, Lord, that You have won the victory over all the forces of evil. They are more powerful than we are, but You have nailed them all to the cross and risen triumphing over them (Col. 2:15). Give your people faith to daily put on the armor You gave us so we can stand against these destructive forces against us (Eph.6:11-17). Then help us claim Your victory today and defeat the enemy in Your name and blood. Thank You, Lord. Amen.
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