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Bible verses: Mt. 5:33-38 
33-37 “And don’t say anything you don’t mean. This counsel is embedded deep in our traditions. You only make things worse when you lay down a smoke screen of pious talk, saying, ‘I’ll pray for you,’ and never doing it, or saying, ‘God be with you,’ and not meaning it. You don’t make your words true by embellishing them with religious lace. In making your speech sound more religious, it becomes less true. Just say ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ When you manipulate words to get your own way, you go wrong.
38-42 “Here’s another old saying that deserves a second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is that going to get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: ‘Don’t hit back at all.’ If someone strikes you, stand there and take it. If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.

Song: Change my heart, O God
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like You.
You are the Potter, I am the clay: mold me and make me, this is what I pray.
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like You.
	(words and Music: Eddie Espinosa)

Prayer:
O Lord, deliver us from hypocrisy, from pious words that don’t reflect Your sacrifice or Your heart. And root from our hearts any form of retaliation – from seeking to hurt those we disagree with or who hurt or threaten us. We are in desperate need of a revival, Lord, so the purposes You have for our nations and our individual lives can be fulfilled in us. Change our hearts, O God; make us ever true. Change our hearts, O God; may we be like You. You died to make this a reality. Do this, Lord.  Amen.
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