Scattered flock 2 8 21 costly discipleship

Bible verses: Mt. 10: 32-42
2 “If you openly and publicly acknowledge me, I will freely and openly acknowledge you before my heavenly Father. 33 But if you publicly deny that you know me,[a] I will also deny you before my heavenly Father.
34 “Perhaps you think I’ve come to spread peace and calm over the earth—but my coming will bring conflict and division,[b] not peace. 35 Because of me, A son will turn against his father, a daughter her mother and against her mother-in-law.[c]36 Within your own families you will find enemies.[d] 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother or son or daughter more than me is not fit to be my disciple.[e] 38 And whoever comes to me must follow in my steps and be willing to share my cross and experience it as his own, or he cannot be considered to be my disciple. 39 All who seek to live apart from me[f] will lose it all. But those who let go of their lives for my sake and surrender it all to me will discover true life! 40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives the One who sent me.[g]  (Passion)

Song: I Will Follow
Where you go, I’ll go; where you stay, I’ll stay; when you move, I’ll move. I will follow.
All your ways are good, all your ways are sure, I will trust in you alone. 
Higher than my sight, high above my life, I will trust in You alone.
Refrain: Where you go, I’ll go; where you stay, I’ll stay; when you move, I’ll move. I will follow. Whom you love, I’ll love; how you serve, I’ll serve. If this life I lose, I will follow you.
Light unto the world, light unto my life; I will live for you alone. You’re the One I seek, 
knowing I will find all I need in you, in you alone.  	Refrain.
In you there’s life everlasting; in you there’s freedom for my soul. In you, there’s joy, unending joy.
And I will follow.	Refrain 2x	(words and music: Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram and Reuben Morgan)

Prayer:
Lord, this day we want to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters who are laying down their lives for You.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We pray strength and courage and comfort for their families and the churches they represent. We pray for the power of their witness and the honor they bring Your name. And we ask for that same faith to follow You – going where You lead, loving those You love, serving how You served, trusting You alone. May Your people live in Your freedom and joy. For You alone. Amen.
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