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Bible verses: Mt. 9:9-139
 As Jesus left Capernaum he came upon a tax-collecting station, where a traitorous Jew was busy at his work,[a] collecting taxes for the Romans. His name was Matthew. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said to him. Immediately Matthew jumped up and began to follow Jesus.
10 Later, Jesus went to Matthew’s home to share a meal with him. Many other tax collectors and outcasts of society were invited to eat with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When those known as the Pharisees saw what was happening, they were indignant, and they kept asking Jesus’ disciples, “Why would your Master dine with such lowlifes?”
12 When Jesus overheard this, he spoke up and said, “Healthy people don’t need to see a doctor, but the sick[b] will go for treatment.” 13 Then he added, “Now you should go and study the meaning of the verse: I want you to show mercy, not just offer me a sacrifice.[c]
For I have come to invite the outcasts of society and sinners, not those who think they are already on the right path.” (Passion)

Song: I have decided
I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, 
No turning back, no turning back.
Though none go with me, still I will follow, Though none go with me, still I will follow,
Though none go with me, still I will follow; No turning back, no turning back.
	(Words and music: Anonymous)

Prayer:
Thank You for the blessing of Matthew’s call. It shows Your great mercy and all-inclusiveness, Lord. And it gives us Matthew’s model of inviting his friends to meet Jesus right from the beginning. May this story multiply mightily through Your people worldwide because so many need both your mercy and Matthew’s model.  Thank You, Lord.
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