Scattered flock 3 26 21 obedience in words only

Bible verses: Mt. 21:28-32
28 Jesus said to his critics,[a] “Tell me what you think of this parable:“There once was a man with two sons. The father came to the first and said, ‘Son, I want you to go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 The son replied, ‘I’d rather not.’ But afterward, he deeply regretted what he said to his father, changed his mind, and decided to go to the vineyard. 30 The father approached the second son and said the same thing to him. The son replied, ‘Father, I will go and do as you said.’ But he never did—he didn’t go to the vineyard. 31 Tell me now, which of these two sons did the will of his father?”They answered him, “The first one.”Jesus said, “You’re right. For many sinners, tax collectors, and prostitutes are going into God’s kingdom realm ahead of you! 32 John came to show you the path of righteousness,[b] yet the despised and outcasts believed in him, but you did not. When you saw them turn, you neither repented of your ways nor believed his words.” (Passion)

Song: Our Father We Have Wandered
Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face; in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
But now in exile dwelling we rise with fear and shame, as distant but compelling, we hear you call our name.
O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored. Compassionate, forgiving and ever caring Lord,
grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. Stretch out your hand in blessings, in pardon and in peace.		(words: Kevin Nichols, Music: J.S. Bach)

Prayer:
O Lord, how we need You to keep us from foolishly squandering Your grace. Free us from our obstinate self-will that feigns obedience in words, but is disobedient in actions. We yearn for Your blessing and peace in our lives. But first, we need Your mercy and forgiveness so that we can hear Your voice, cherish Your words and willingly follow Your call. May our faithlessness cease for the honor of Your name. Amen.



