[bookmark: _GoBack]Scattered flock 12 29 20
Bible verses: Matthew 2:19-23
19-20 Later, when Herod died, God’s angel appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt: “Up, take the child and his mother and return to Israel. All those out to murder the child are dead.” 21-23 Joseph obeyed. He got up, took the child and his mother, and reentered Israel. When he heard, though, that Archelaus had succeeded his father, Herod, as king in Judea, he was afraid to go there. But then Joseph was directed in a dream to go to the hills of Galilee. On arrival, he settled in the village of Nazareth. This move was a fulfillment of the prophetic words, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” (The Message)

Song: O Sing a Song of Bethlehem
O sing a song of Bethlehem, of shepherds watching there, and of the news that came to them from angels in the air: the light that shone of Bethlehem fills all the world today, Of Jesus’ birth and peace of earth the angels sing always. O sing a song of Nazareth, of sunny days of joy. O sing of fragrant flowers’ breath, and of the sinless boy: for now the flowers of Nazareth in every heart may grow, now spreads the fame of his dear name on all the winds that blow. (words: Louis Benson, Music: arr. Ralph V. Williams)

Prayer:
Lord, we thank You this day for Your guidance of Joseph and his simple willingness to go as You led him from place to place. I doubt he knew all the prophesies about Egypt and Nazareth for his son, but he obeyed. Thank You that You still guide in dreams and in Your word. Give us that simple obedience in these tumultuous days to do what You say and go where You lead.  For Your name’s sake. Amen.
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