Scattered flock  8 31 22

Bible verses; James 1:13-15
13-15 Don’t let anyone under pressure to give in to evil say, “God is trying to trip me up.” God is impervious to evil, and puts evil in no one’s way. The temptation to give in to evil comes from us and only us. We have no one to blame but the leering, seducing flare-up of our own lust. Lust gets pregnant, and has a baby: sin! Sin grows up to adulthood, and becomes a real killer. The Message

Song: Dear Lord and Father of mankind
Dear Lord and Father of mankind forgive our foolish ways! Reclothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find, in deeper reverence, praise.  Drop thy still dews of quietness till all our strivings cease. Take from our souls the strain and stress and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.  Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; let sense be dumb, let flesh retire, speak through the earthquake wind and fire, o still small voice of calm. (words; John Whittier, music; Frederick Maker)

Prayer:
O Lord, how often we give way to passion and desire.  Please “forgive our foolish ways.” We need You to “reclothe us in our rightful mind,” to “breathe through the heats of our desire” and to refocus us on “the beauty of Your peace.”  Speak to us so we hear Your “still, small voice of calm” and get restored to the lives You alone intend and can empower us to live. Amen. 
