Scattered flock 9 6 22 prejudice

Bible verses: James 2:1-5
My dear brothers and sisters, fellow believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ – how could we say that we have faith in him and yet we favor one group of people above another? Suppose an influential man comes into your worship meeting wearing gold rings and expensive clothing and also a homeless man in shabby clothes comes in. If you show special attention to the rich man in expensive clothes and say, “Here’s a seat of honor for you right up front!” but you turn and say to the poor beggar dressed in rags, “You can stand over here,” or “ Sit over there on the floor in the back,” then you’ve demonstrated gross prejudice among yourselves and used evil standards of judgment!

Song: Kind and merciful God
Kind and merciful God, we have sinned in your sight, we have all wandered far from your way; we have followed desire, we have failed to aspire to the virtue we ought to display.
Kind and merciful God, we’ve neglected your Word and the truth that would guide us aright; we have lived in the shade of the dark we have made, when you willed us to walk in the light.
Kind and merciful God, we have broken your laws and in conduct veered from the norm; we have dreamed of the good, but the good that we could we have frequently failed to perform. (words and music: Bryan J. Leech)

Prayer:
Lord, we ask for the power of Your convicting Spirit to pinpoint our inner prejudices that are so often ingrained and almost unconscious in us. Help us recognize each time we have shown favoritism that profits us and dishonors those who are equally precious in Your sight.  May Your Spirit lead us to repentance; we need Your cleansing and new heart of love.  Please, Lord. For the integrity of Your name and  our witness as Your disciples. Amen.



