Scattered flock 9 9 22 faith in action

Bible verses: James 2:14-19
14-17 Dear friends, do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if you learn all the right words but never do anything? Does merely talking about faith indicate that a person really has it? For instance, you come upon an old friend dressed in rags and half-starved and say, “Good morning, friend! Be clothed in Christ! Be filled with the Holy Spirit!” and walk off without providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup—where does that get you? Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense?. . .Faith and works, works and faith, fit together hand in glove.  19-20 Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, but then observe you complacently sitting back as if you had done something wonderful? That’s just great. Demons do that, but what good does it do them? Use your heads! Do you suppose for a minute that you can cut faith and works in two and not end up with a corpse on your hands?  The Message

Song: Take my life and let it be
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; take my hands and let them move at the impulse of Thy love. Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King.  Take my lips and let them be filled with messages for Thee; take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.   (words: Frances Havergal, music: Henri Cesar Malan)

Prayer:
Lord, by the leading and empowering of Your Spirit may our faith and works continually “fit hand in glove.”  We want to incarnate You so our “God-talk” is always proven in our “God-acts.” Only You can keep us from the self-aggrandizing hypocrisy that make rash promises we can’t fulfill in action.  May we truly BE the people You have redeemed us to be.  For Your sake. Amen.


